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Anglian Water Consultation Response 

B&MSDC SPD Draft - Biodiversity and Trees Consultation 

 

1. Anglian Water 
1.1. Anglian Water is the water and water recycling provider for over 6 million customers in the east 

of England. Our operational area spans between the Humber and Thames estuaries and 

includes around a fifth of the English coastline. The region is the driest in the UK and the lowest 

lying, with a quarter of our area below sea level. This makes it particularly vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate change including heightened risks of both drought and flooding, including 

inundation by the sea.  

1.2. Anglian Water has amended its Articles of Association to legally enshrine public interest within 

the constitutional make up of our business – this is our pledge to deliver wider benefits to 

society, above and beyond the provision of clean, fresh drinking water and effective treatment 

of used water. Our Purpose is to bring environmental and social prosperity to the region we 

serve through our commitment to Love Every Drop. 

2. Anglian Water and Local Plans 
2.1. Anglian Water is the statutory water and sewerage undertaker for Babergh and Mid Suffolk 

District Council and a statutory consultee under The Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Anglian Water wants to proactively engage with the plan-

making process to ensure the plan delivers benefits for residents and visitors to the area, and in 

doing so protect the environment and water resources. As a purpose-led company, we are 

committed to seeking positive environmental and social outcomes for our region.  

3. Commentary on the Biodiversity & Trees SPD 
3.1. Anglian Water is supportive of the overall aim of this supplementary planning document (SPD) 

to address biodiversity (net gain) and trees within the districts. As a purpose-led company, we 

are committed to bringing social and environmental prosperity to our region, which is the 

largest geographical area of any water company in England and Wales. We have significant 

assets across the region such as Alton Water, including globally, nationally and locally important 

wildlife habitats. We also rely on the natural environment to help maintain water quality and 

quantity; therefore, we recognise the importance of our role to protect the natural 

environment within our region.  

3.2. Our Biodiversity Strategy sets out our strategy for conserving biodiversity across the East of 

England, meeting our obligations and contributing to the England Biodiversity Strategy 2020. 

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006, Anglian Water has a 

duty to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity in exercising its functions.  

3.3. Anglian Water actively manages its assets (land holdings - including 49 sites that are protected 

because of their wildlife value), for biodiversity outcomes. Some of our sites have areas that are 

actively managed for biodiversity conservation and enhancement, and these are promoted, 

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/SysSiteAssets/household/in-the-community/anglian-water-biodiversity-strategy.pdf
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including through the provision of biodiversity net gain for onsite works, and the preparation of 

Local Nature Recovery Strategies.  

 

Biodiversity Net Gain 

3.4. In accordance with our Biodiversity Strategy, we have an AMP7 (2025-2030) commitment to 

deliver a minimum of 10% biodiversity net gain through our capital programme and land 

management activities. In 2023, we reported a 281% net gain in biodiversity where there was a 

material impact upon biodiversity, recognising the responsibility we have towards contributing 

to nature recovery. Many of the enhancements were delivered via our @one Alliance, and 

through our land management activities to help ensure we leave the natural environment in a 

measurably better state than before our intervention. The @one Alliance delivers complex 

engineering and construction projects across the Anglian Water region, utilising the skills and 

expertise provided by seven partner organisations. Our capital programme for AMP8 (2025-30) 

will deliver on our voluntary Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) commitment, maximising the potential 

from nature-based solutions, layering benefits, such as carbon and nutrient reductions, creating 

new habitats and going beyond the Biodiversity Net Gain statutory obligation through providing 

BNG on capital schemes that are permitted development.  

3.5. We welcome the reference to the location hierarchy for off-site BNG, and the Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy. We are proactively liaising on the preparation of the LNRS for Suffolk, and 

we are supportive of utilising the LNRS priority habitats and species to target how and where 

BNG should be delivered, in addition to informing on-site BNG provision. 

3.6. Para 5.5.7 We note that planning conditions may include a number of requirements including a 

biodiversity enhancement strategy for species. We would highlight that there may be 

circumstances where non-residential developments, such as infrastructure development, may 

be unable to meet specific enhancements. As an essential infrastructure provider, we are 

required to implement specific security measures for some of our water treatment and water 

recycling sites which are particularly critical to providing a clean and safe water supply, and 

wastewater treatment facilities, under the Water Company Security and Emergency Measures 

Ministerial Direction 2022 (SEMD). Our fencing specifications flow from the requirements of this 

direction, with the objective is to protect our drinking water supplies and to prevent people 

tampering with them. There will be some variation in this depending upon the operations on 

site and the overall scale. Some large critical sites will have a high level of security, whilst other 

sites the high standard of protection may apply to certain assets, leaving the rest of the site 

more open.  This is intentionally designed to ensure there are no gaps in security fencing, and 

where there is evidence of rabbit activity or sandy soils, the fence is to be extended and buried 

to a minimum depth of 300mm. As a result of these security measures, there will be 

circumstances where we are unable to provide specific species enhancement measures (e.g. 

those that require gaps in fencing) and if these were required it could lead to circumstances 

where we would be unable to meet planning conditions and proceed with essential 

infrastructure delivery. 

3.7. All our construction projects are carefully planned to avoid and minimise harm to wildlife, and 

our sites are always surveyed to identify the species we need to protect and enhance. For 

example, when we submit planning applications for infrastructure, we already include standard 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-company-security-and-emergency-measures-ministerial-direction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-company-security-and-emergency-measures-ministerial-direction
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practice for construction within our planning statements regarding covering excavations or 

using scaffold ramps to allow safe exit for animals/mammals having fallen into any excavations. 

 

Biodiversity Design Case Studies 

3.8. We support the reference to: 

3.9. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) that help to minimise surface water flows and run-

off, and the need for designs to enhance biodiversity as part of wider multifunctional 

green and blue infrastructure provision on sites. 

3.10. Riparian buffer zones to protect rivers and water courses. Further evidence has been 

developed for nutrient neutrality (designated nutrient sensitive areas) in Norfolk that 

identifies riparian buffer zones as effective nutrient mitigation, with wider zones being 

most effective. 

3.11. The naturalisation of water courses can provide positive benefits for slowing flows 

and reducing the risk of downstream flooding and can be combined with natural flood 

management schemes. Such measures can provide improved flood protection for 

downstream development and associated infrastructure. 

3.12. Rewilding - we agree that restoring wetlands and the introduction of beavers can 

provide positive benefits for nature, reduce flood risk (including surface water flood risk to 

our sewers), and improve river quality. As part of our Get River Positive pledge to strive to 

do no harm to rivers, we are working with other organisations to keep our rivers healthy 

and allow wildlife to flourish. Our involvement with beaver releases in our region has 

demonstrated successes with reducing flood risk and avoiding the need for carbon 

intensive capital projects to address flooding in nearby communities. Beaver dams also 

help to trap water and release it slowly back to the environment and alleviate low water 

levels in summer, enabling resilience to drought. 

  

Trees in Development 

3.13. Para 5.10.1 Anglian Water agrees that trees can provide a range of benefits in new 

developments including carbon sequestration and helping to reduce surface water run-off. 

Anglian Water is working to reduce our operational and capital (embedded) greenhouse gas 

emissions through, for example, investing in Water Recycling Centres (WRC) to change 

treatment processes and reduce emissions from treating and managing residents and 

businesses sewage. This is part of plan to be net zero by 2030. Our plan is to minimise emissions 

first, then to generate our own renewable energy and lastly to offset emissions, for example by 

tree planting where appropriate at our operational sites and as part of infrastructure projects. 

3.14. Tree cover can be used as part of a natural flood management in more flood prone 

catchments to reduce runoff and manage surface water flows. Through our work on chalk 

stream restoration and wetland habitat and management we would advise that tree planting 

may not always be the most appropriate solution when groundwater levels and flows need to 

be maintained. Therefore, the right tree in the right place is key. 

3.15. Para 5.10.16 We support the preparation of a Tree Planting Strategy, to help identify the 

right locations and suitable planting to increase tree canopy cover across the districts. We 
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would welcome inclusion of measures to take account of minimising impacts on underground 

utilities such as water mains and sewers.  

3.16. For trees to thrive they need space for root development in the underlying soil, which must 

be of sufficient capacity to accommodate the rooting habits of the particular species, without 

impacting on the functioning of our underground assets. A sewer or lateral drain should not be 

located closer to trees/bushes/shrubs than the canopy width at mature height, except where 

special protection measures are provided - such as use of appropriate barriers to resist root 

ingress to the sewer system. The strategy should consider both the growth of tree roots and 

increased heave and ground movement due to climate change.  A tree should not be planted 

directly over sewers or where excavation onto the sewer would require removal of the tree. To 

minimise the risk of root damage, tree planting should provide good growing conditions. 

Guidance can be found in ‘Trees in Hard Landscapes: A Guide for Delivery’. 

3.17. Anglian Water can provide guidance for developers in considering water mains and sewer 

design and location which should inform tree protection steps and utility construction.  

Developing a new residential site (anglianwater.co.uk)  

3.18. The important role of tree retention and landscaping as part of SuDS should also be 

emphasised. We agree that tree roots can cause structural problems and so their placement 

should have regard to the location of utilities.  

3.19. As operational sites it is not always possible to plant additional trees on our sites due to the 

limitations of the site size, layout, safety buffers and buried infrastructure. With successive 

applications at some of our sites the maximum level of tree cover will likely have already been 

achieved and so tree retention and management as part of BNG in some cases will more 

realistic. There may also be security reasons why tree planting may not be appropriate in some 

locations. 

Green Infrastructure to help enhance biodiversity 

3.20. Para 5.11.1 Anglian Water welcomes the intention to produce a Green Infrastructure 

Strategy for the districts. We would recommend that this is retitled as a Green and Blue 

Infrastructure Strategy to emphasise the importance of blue infrastructure in reducing flood risk 

(SuDS), improving water quality, and creating greater resilience to drought - as well as other 

important benefits for wildlife and amenity.  

3.21. We agree that links across to the emerging LNRS to maximise the opportunities for nature 

recovery through BNG should be essential to the preparation of this strategy. 

4. Conclusion 
4.1. Anglian Water welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft Biodiversity and Trees SPD 

for Babergh and Mid Suffolk district councils. We are broadly supportive of the key objectives of 

this additional guidance and recognise that there are other strategies currently being prepared 

that underpin the approach to be taken. Regarding these strategies, we have made comments 

that are specific to our role as an essential infrastructure provider and support our purpose to 

provide environmental prosperity to the region. 

 

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/developing/help-and-advice/what-are-you-planning2/developing-a-new-site/
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